Section A:
Read http://www.softschools.com/science/biomes/types_of_biomes/ and this vocabulary then complete these first questions:
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1.  A biome is a large _______________ of plants and animals that occupies a distinct 

_______________.

2.  What are the two main categories of biomes?

_______________     _______________

3.  What are the two main categories of aquatic biomes?

_______________     _______________

4.  Biomes differ in their c_______________, v_______________, and a_______________ 

l______________.

5.  What are the four main categories of terrestrial biomes?
_______________     _______________     _______________     _______________

6.  What are the two categories of forest biomes?

_______________     _______________

Section B:
Read  http://www.softschools.com/facts/biomes/tundra_biome_facts/171/ and this summary then complete these questions:
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7.  The tundra is the _______________est and _______________est of all biomes.

8.  Are there some (granted, not many) animals and plants in the frozen tundra?  _______________

9.  What are the two choices for animals during the harsh tundra winter?  

_______________     _______________

10.  What is the largest mammal that lives in the tundra?  _______________

11.  There are lots of _______________ mines and rigs in the tundra.

12.  What are the two categories of tundra?

_______________     _______________

Section C:
Read http://www.softschools.com/facts/biomes/taiga_biome_facts/162/ and this summary then answer these questions:
[image: ]

13.  The taiga biome is the _______________est terrestrial biome.

14.  It is located right below the _______________ biome.

15.  The taiga is also called the _________________ or _______________ forest.

16.  Precipitation (rain and snow) are _______________ in the taiga, so it is not as dry as the tundra nor as wet as the rainforest.

17.  What is common in the taiga and necessary to rid the area of old and sick trees?  

_______________

18.  Is there a lot of variety in plants and trees?  _______________

19.  Do taiga trees lose their leaves or are they evergreens?  _______________

20.  There are not a lot of animals in the taiga but there are millions of _______________.

21.  What are the two largest mammals to live in the taiga?  

_______________     _______________

Section D:
Read http://www.softschools.com/facts/biomes/temperate_deciduous_forest_biome_facts/161/
and this summary then answer these questions:
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22.  The temperate rainforest is also called the _______________ _______________ forest.

23.  The temperate rainforest experience all four _______________.

24.  Are temperatures extremely hot or extremely cold in the temperate rainforest?  

_______________

25.  Temperate rainforests are the _______________est biome.

26.  The trees are not coniferous like in the taiga (which don’t lose their leaves) and they do lose their leaves so they are called _______________.

27.  What are the three largest mammals in the temperate rainforest?  

_______________     _______________     _______________

28.  What provides shelter, food, and water for animals in the temperate rainforest?  

_______________

Section E:
Use this map and previous maps from previous worksheets to answer the last set of questions:
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30.  Write in the biomes in the correct boxes on the map.

31.  Match Alaska’s bears to the biomes:
	A.  brown bear (grizzly or Kodiak)	i.  tundra
	B.  black bear				ii.  taiga
	C.  polar bear				iii.  temperate rainforest

32.  Write these three biomes in the box where they belong in the chart:

temperate rainforest		taiga		tundra

	
	wettest
	moderate
	driest

	coldest


	
	
	

	most extremes in hot and cold

	
	
	

	most temperate (least variation in temperature)
	
	
	



33.  Write the names of the cities or towns into the correct biome column based on your knowledge from the maps:
	temperate rainforest
	taiga
	tundra

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]Cities and towns:  Juneau, Nome, Sitka, Healy, Nenana, North Pole, Fairbanks, Delta Junction, Valdez, Kenai, Seward, Wasilla, Sutton, Anchorage, Kodiak
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Characteristics of the Temperate Rainforest
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Temperature varies from -30° C to 30° C.

Precipitation (75-150 cm) is distributed evenly throughout the
year.

Soil is fertile, enriched with decaying litter.

Canopy. is moderately dense and allows light to penetrate,
resulting in well-developed and richly diversified understory.
vegetation and stratification of animals.

Eloralis characterized by 3-4 tree species per square kilometer
Irees are distinguished by broadileaves that are lost annually and
include such species as oak, hickory, beech, hemlock, maple,
basswood, cottonwoeod, elm, willow, and'spring-flowering herbs.

Fauna is represented by squirrels, rabbits, skunks, birds, deer,
mountain lion, bobcat, timber wo'f, fox, and black bear:
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® Biome: A large community of plants and animals that occupies a distinct region.
Terrestrial biomes, typically defined by their climate and dominant vegetation, include grassland,
tundra, desert, tropical rainforest, and deciduous and coniferous forests. There are two basic

aquatic biomes, freshwater and marine, which are sometimes further broken down into categories
such as lakes and rivers or pelagic, benthic, and intertidal zones.

| BIOUC: Consisting of living organisms. An ecosystem is made up of a biotic community
(all of the naturally occurring organisms within the system) together with the physical
environment.
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environment include such items as sunlight, temperature, wind patterns, and precipitation.

| Ecosystem: A community of organisms together with their physical environment,

viewed as a system of interacting and interdependent relationships and including such processes
as the flow of energy through trophic levels and the cycling of chemical elements and
compounds through living and nonliving components of the system.
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Tundra

Characteristics of tundra include: Characteristics of
tundra include:

Extremely cold climate

Low biotic diversity

Simple vegetation structure

Limitation of drainage

Short season of growth and reproduction

Energy and nutrients in the form of dead
organic material

7. Large population oscillations
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Characteristics of the Boreal Forest

Temperatures are very low.

Precipitation is primarily in the form of snow, 40-100 cm
annually.

Soil is thin, nutrient-poor, and acidic.

Canopy permits low light penetration, and as a result,
understory is limited.

Flora consist mostly of cold-tolerant evergreen conifers
with needle-like leaves, such as pine, fir, and spruce.

Fauna include woodpeckers, hawks, moose, bear,

weasel| lynx, fox, wolf, deer, hares, chiimunks, shrews,
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